155x235. This is the third edition of 'Clinical Application of Respiratory Care', the first appearing in 1975. It is a comprehensive text beginning with basic anatomy, physiology, pulmonary function tests, then moving through various aspects of chest physiotherapy, inhalational therapy and airway care to more detailed discussion of cardiopulmonary failure and its management. Included here are good chapters dealing with the principles of ventilator care and maintenance, PEEP therapy, pulmonary uedema and acute lung injury. Solid basic concepts are expressed by authors who are experienced clinicians and teachers in their fields.
This is true, though on balance it seems to be directed more at the respiratory therapists than to any other group. Respiratory therapists are not a common paramedical group in Australia. The Intensive Care nurse and physiotherapist will probably find the total book of interest. Certainly those new to the field should start at Chapter 1 and read the chapters sequentially or else the reader will rapidly drown in alphabet soup! (Examples: NCE, PVS, FVS, AMV etc.). Trainee intensivists and those doctors working full-time, part-time or holding a special interest in this field will find the latter half of the book of main interest. All major references on topics covered seem to be included.
A copy of this book should be made available to staff (medical, nursing, physiotherapy, respiratory technicians) working in Intensive Care Units. Many readers in training positions will find it suitable for purchase for their own private libraries.
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